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The Collaborative Soy Initiative is a collaborative framework with the vision of 100% conversion-free, 

sustainable soy production and market uptake, on a global scale. Our mission is to create synergies, 

inform about actions and add value through activities such as webinars, meta-meetings between soy 

initiatives and experts, an information hub with documentation, and overall guidance on soy policy to 

steer on impact. Front-running companies, member associations, sustainability standards and civil 

society organizations in the soy supply chain join hands in CSIs activities. Building on thorough dialogue 

between soy initiatives, CSI promotes the use of multiple instruments to tackle the sustainability 

challenges linked to soy production. 

Reference: CSI (2025) EU Compliant Soy with Impact:  Guiding companies through the guidelines. The 
Collaborative Soy Initiative, Version 2.1, Jan 23 2025. Almost identical as version 30 October 2024 but with 
updated implementation dates.  

 
Ʒ   https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info 
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Introduction 
The new EU Regulation on deforestation-free products or EUDR has been created by the European 
Commission to bring down greenhouse gas emissions and biodiversity loss. It promotes the consumption 
of deforestation-free ēĖĆÓĥÎġĚ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ ĖÙÓĥÎġíĆĀ Ćæ ġëÙ 8¦˫Ě ġĖÀÓÙ ĖÙúÀġÙÓ íÿēÀÎġ ĆĀ çúĆÌÀú ÓÙæĆĖÙĚġÀġíĆĀ
and forest degradation.  

The Regulation is part of a broader plan of actions to tackle deforestation and forest degradation first 
outlined in the 2019 Commission Communication on Stepping up EU Action to Protect and Restore 
ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ. This commitment was later confirmed by the European Green Deal, the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 and the Farm to Fork Strategy1. 

Soy is one of the seven commodities covered by this European Regulation on Deforestation-free 
Products (EUDR)2. As of 30 December 2025 several soy products imported to, produced in, and 
exported from the European Union need to be traceable to plot level of production, need to be 
produced in line with national legal requirements in producing countries and need to have a 
negligible risk to have contributed to deforestation. 
Annex 1 of EUDR lists all products in scope. For soy, the HS-codes 1201, 1208 10, 1507 and 2304 are 
included. Traders and operators importing these products to -or exporting them from- the European 
Union, need to accompany every batch with a Due Diligence statement. This Due Diligence 
Statement contains all polygons of the plots from where the soy sold is harvested, and declare that 
there is negligible risk of non-compliance with the EUDR.  
 
Also on its turn, the EUDR is part of a broader legislative environment in the EU, alongside a broader 
EU Corporate Sustainable Due Diligence Directive and requirements such as the Corporate 
Sustainability Reporting Directive.   
 

Building on and referring to the work of many others, this CSI guidance helps companies prepare for the 

EUDR and other EU legislation, implementing solid policies and procedures to address deforestation, 

ecosystem conversion and broader sustainability challenges, and have genuine impact on the ground.  

The Collaborative Soy Initiative (CSI) vision on the topic 
Stakeholders in CSI share the goal of 100% conversion-free, sustainable soy production and market 
uptake, on a global scale. CSI is convinced that a mix of measures is needed to achieve this goal, 
including supply chain tools and supplier policies, legislation and landscape programs. Mandatory 
and voluntary measures are both needed in tailor-made combinations to achieve scale and impact 
withconversion-free sustainable soy.  
 
The EUDR is not a Superman law diving into the crisis solving all deforestation problems, as is it 
sometimes viewed, and therefore provokingly portrayed in earlier CSI webinars on the topic. EUDR in 
the case of soy is ς and needs to be- part of a package of many already existing and also new, 
complementary, measures in producing and consuming countries towards good governance of soy 
supply chains and landscapes.  

The experience and tools of current voluntary soy sustainability initiatives and robust standards can 
support and supplement mandatory company due diligence and can have an increased effect if 
synergies are created among them. In return, strong legal frameworks and their compliance are 

 
1 https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en 
2 Please find the full text here: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R1115  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R1115&qid=1687867231461
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R1115&qid=1687867231461
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1565272554103&uri=CELEX:52019DC0352
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1565272554103&uri=CELEX:52019DC0352
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/forests/deforestation/regulation-deforestation-free-products_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023R1115
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important for voluntary initiatives to succeed and scale up as otherwise they are not backed 
sufficiently by a level playing field. The recognition of the value of combining tools is key. The 
European Commission also has other laws in place, such as the Corporate Sustainability Due 
Diligence Directive (CSDDD), that require due diligence in which this combination of tools will turn 
out to be key.  However, even if the EC has recognized the need for a άǎƳŀǊǘ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎέΣ 
despite the many meetings, Frequently Asked Questions, private sector will have to lead the way in 
making this a practical reality. We try to lend a hand with this guidance.  
 

Figure 1: the EUDR can only cover some aspects of what is needed to achieve sustainable land use and forest protection. 

Remarks are made in italic on what complementary measures would be needed to support impact.  

The EUDR can help lead to forest protection, deforestation free soy value chains and production 

areas, if implemented well. Expectations differ on what leverage effect EUDR can have, for example 

to effectuate a broader use of national and international traceability and verification systems in 

producing countries, something which would help avoid market segregation EU/ non-EU. The EUDR 

offers such opportunities, but also entails risks for adverse effects such as abandoning responsible 

producers in forest frontier areas, difficult landscapes and smaller suppliers. It concentrates on 

traceability to plot for the EU, potentially leading to separate streams and split markets. This would 

mean: cleaning EU supply chains rather than implementing a broad range of sustainability criteria on 

the ground.  
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For CSI it is key that these impact issues are addressed, for the EUDR to play a meaningful role for 

forest and ecosystem protection and sustainable land use. To create positive impact in producing 

countries EUDR should strengthen local governance and for that it can be combined with 

groundwork done by voluntary initiatives over the past 20 years.  

The Frequently Asked Questions and EUDR Guidance issued on October 5, 2024 clearly state that 

robust third party verification systems and third party verified certification can help with 

compliance3.Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ /{L ΨaŀƎƛŎǳōŜΩ ƳƻŘŜƭ4, six different approaches- developed in the 

voluntary sphere - were distinguished. These are:  robust certification systems, biome specific 

moratoria, clean supplier approaches, landscape projects, carbon foot printing and multi-stakeholder 

cooperation. European Union legislation could stimulate the uptake of such measures but also can 

marginalize them further as their value for the EUDR as such is not formally recognized by the 

European Commission. It is for instance likely that robust certification - which controls on 

deforestation and broad aspects of legality of physical commodity volumes to the origin ς helps meet 

the due diligence requirements of traders and operators under the EUDR. Direct supplier 

engagement is key to arrange for EUDR compliance but also to achieve stronger company-wide 

deforestation and conversion-free policies. In addition, biome-wide measures such as the Amazon 

Moratorium, and credible landscape initiatives in Cerrado, Chaco and elsewhere will be needed to 

make a sustainable impact in risk-landscapes. Government to government engagement between EU 

Member States and producing countries is also key for the EUDR to strengthen national land 

governance.  

About this guidance  
CSI convened many earlier meetings on the topic of EUDR and combining measures for impact 

throughout 2022-20245 . CSI enabled dialogue between various soy initiatives and experts. This guide 

seeks to build on these insights and translate the earlier /{L άaŀƎƛŎǳōŜέ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ 

into a vision and tangible recommendations within the new EU Regulatory framework.  The very 

recent Strategic Framework for International Cooperation on EUDR by the EC, accompanying the EC 

guidance and new FAQ, also supports a more integrated view on tools.  

Connected with the thought-work of many initiatives, CSI seeks to guide on EUDR implementation as 

a leverage to create positive impact on biodiversity conservation ςincluding but beyond forests and 

land use change- as well as human rights and social concerns.   

In order to do that, the EUDR should not be viewed in isolation by any actor. We collectively need to 

embrace a broader view on forest and ecosystem protection and sustainable land use while 

implementing the EUDR. This guidance provides key recommendations for business leaders who seek 

to comply with EUDR, with upcoming European Union rules but also steer on impact -rather than just 

ticking boxes in the paperwork for Competent Authorities. We realize this is much easier said than 

done; that is why CSI tries to lend a hand.  

Notification: This guide remains a living document. As best as we can we refer to all relevant EUDR 

guidance presented by the European Commission up to the date of publication (January 2025). We refer to 

 
3 c-2024-7027-1-en-guidance-on-eu-deforestation-regulation.pdf (thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info) 
4 CSI & Proforest (2021), Multiple routes to responsible sourcing,  https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/csi-

and-proforest-2021the-multiple-routes-to-sustainable-sourcing-nov-18-20211.pdf  
5 See all public events done so far: https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/what-we-do/upcoming-and-past-events/past 

 

https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/c-2024-7027-1-en-guidance-on-eu-deforestation-regulation.pdf
about:blank
https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/csi-and-proforest-2021the-multiple-routes-to-sustainable-sourcing-nov-18-20211.pdf
https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/csi-and-proforest-2021the-multiple-routes-to-sustainable-sourcing-nov-18-20211.pdf
https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/what-we-do/upcoming-and-past-events/past
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our new Annex with tools for traceability and verification of EUDR compliance which was not there in our 

guidance 1.0 and 1.1. Resources allowing, new tools and best practices will be added next year or when 

appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 2. CSI lending a hand(s) on EUDR compliance with impact 

Summary of advice for compliance with impact:  
ǒ Know your EUDR compliance basics and prepare as soon as possible. When products 

produced after the day the EUDR entered into force (29 June 2023) enter the market after 30 

December 2025 they need to be accompanied with proof of no-deforestation and legal 

compliance in line with EUDR requirements. Especially for products that can be stored for a 

while this will become a factor.  

ǒ Implement solid due diligence structures for compliance with EUDR,  the Due Diligence 

legislation (EU CSDDD) and other legislation. The EUDR should not be viewed in splendid 

isolation, especially not in view of impact.  

ǒ άhther wooded landsέ  may ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

these and other ecosystems, but rather work towards no conversion of natural ecosystems 

such as in the Cerrado, Gran Chaco, Pantanal or Pampas from the start. 

ǒ Recognize existing cut-ƻŦŦ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 

and relax them to 31 December 2020 as this would mean a set-back.  Build strong relations 

with suppliers to address this and forthcoming challenges in the supply chain.  

ǒ In addition, and in support of the above mentioned topics, invest in sustainable soy 

production via robust certification and landscape approaches and their combinations. EUDR 
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compliance is the minimum in physical trade flows; sustainability however also requires 

conversion free, sustainable agricultural practices including chemicals management, as well 

as targeted conservation and nature restoration support at landscape scales.   Use of 

certification schemes that exclude land conversion can help with EUDR compliance and help 

to protect these landscapes. Third party verified certification is mentioned as useful in FAQs 

and EC guidance to help with compliance 

ǒ Conversion free responsible production with landscape impact often requires financial or 
other incentives for producers in terms of premiums, longer term contracts, sustainability 
linked loans etc. Again, a combination of tools will be needed.  

0. Know your EUDR compliance basics  
The EUDR was published on 9 June 2023 in the Official Journal of the European Union. There are links 

to the full texts available in English, Spanish and Portuguese.6  

As of 30 December 2025, all products defined in EUDR Annex 1 need to be backed by a Due Diligence 

Statement guaranteeing legal compliance and no deforestation after 31 December 20207.  This Due 

Diligence Statement has to be entered into the Deforestation Due Diligence Registry8, a special  IT 

system of the European Commission. This has to be done by the trader/operator for shipments for 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ όŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ΨǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩύ, ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ όŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ΨŜȄǇƻǊǘΩύ ŀƴŘ 

the consignment for transactions within the Union market. 

 For soy knowing your EUDR compliance basics means in practice:  

ǒ Annex 1 of the EUDR is key. The soy products as defined under HS-codes 1201, 1208 10, 1507 
and 2304 shall not be placed or made available on the EU market or exported, unless all the 
following conditions are fulfilled: it is traceable to plot, is deforestation-free, it has been 
produced in accordance with the relevant legislation of the country of production and is 
covered by a Due Diligence Statement.  

ǒ The law has entered into force since the publication of the legal text 29 June 2023 and all 

products entering or leaving the European Union market from 30 December 2025 onwards 

need to comply. This is irrespective of the production date. That means that products that 

are produced today but imported, traded domestically on the union market or exported after 

30 December 2025 need to comply.  

ǒ Connect to your member association to hear about the latest insights about practical EUDR 

implementation. For example, FEDIOL and COCERAL have prepared  a technical support 

guide on the EUDR basics9, which will also be updated . In many countries, member 

associations are the first contact point for the national government and the competent 

authorities that have to control compliance.  

 
6 https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/st-16298-2022-init-en.pdf  

https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/spaanse-versie-wetstekst-pe-82-2022-init-es.pdf 

https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/portuguese-version-eudr-celex-32023r1115-pt-txt.pdf 
7 There is a FAQ by the Commission services that helps clarify a couple of concepts. The first (June 2023) FAQ is available 

here: https://environment.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-06/FAQ%20-%20Deforestation%20Regulation_1.pdf  
8 The Deforestation Due Diligence Registry - European Commission (europa.eu) 
9 COCERAL and FEDIOL Common Practices and Recommendations on Implementation of the EU Deforestation-free 
Regulation (2024), 
https://www.fediol.eu/data/24ENV360%20EUDR%20common%20practices%20and%20recommendations%2020%20Septe
mber%202024rev.pdf 

https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/st-16298-2022-init-en.pdf
https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/spaanse-versie-wetstekst-pe-82-2022-init-es.pdf
https://thecollaborativesoyinitiative.info/storage/files/portuguese-version-eudr-celex-32023r1115-pt-txt.pdf
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-06/FAQ%20-%20Deforestation%20Regulation_1.pdf
https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/deforestation-regulation-implementation/deforestation-due-diligence-registry_en
https://www.fediol.eu/data/24ENV360%20EUDR%20common%20practices%20and%20recommendations%2020%20September%202024rev.pdf
https://www.fediol.eu/data/24ENV360%20EUDR%20common%20practices%20and%20recommendations%2020%20September%202024rev.pdf
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ǒ In the due diligence statement the operator confirms that thorough due diligence was 

carried out and that no, or only a negligible, risk was found that the relevant products are not 

deforestation-free and not produced in accordance with relevant national legislation.  

o The cut-off date for deforestation is 31 December 2020.  

o Important, as so far often overlooked: relevant applicable laws referred to by EUDR text 

include  

o land use rights, 

o environmental protection,  

o forest-related rules,  

o ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ  

o labor rights,  

o human rights protected under international law,  

o the principle of free, prior and informed consent (FPIC), including as set out in 

the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,  

o tax, anti-corruption, trade and customs regulations. 

o Note that according to article 9, operators need to collect information, documents and 

Řŀǘŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ άŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ 

deforestation free and legal compliance. The focus will be on those laws impacting the 

legal status of the area of production, deforestation and forest degradation (see . 

ǒ In each due diligence statement, the polygons of all production plots on which the soy was 

(potentially) produced, need to be present. It can be one GPS code in case of a plot of less 

than 4 ha.  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

ŜȄŎŜǎǎέΥ ƻƴŜ 5ǳŜ 5ƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ batches, multiple harvests (within 

one year), and even needs to include at least 200 % of a large ǎƛƭƻΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

the bulk trade character of a community such as soy. A silo for example is never empty.  The 

Declaration in excess however should be within reasonable limits: for example not a whole 

municipality, region or biome, but well-controllable by companies and competent 

authorities. Please see the FAQs, the EUDR Guidance and do consult your member 

association, or competent authorities on this important matter for soy to be sure.  

ǒ All soy in the physical supply chain needs to be EUDR compliant and cannot be mixed in any 

stage with soy that is not produced in line with the EUDR requirements. Certified and non-

certified soy can be mixed as long as all is EUDR compliant. This is not the same as the Mass 

Balance in which part of the physical flow is of unknown origin and potentially incompliant. 

All of the physical flow to, in and from EU should be EUDR compliant.  

ǒ All due diligence statements need to be uploaded in the Due Diligence Registry of the 

European Commission. Once the due diligence statement of one or multiple batch (es)is 

uploaded to it receives a unique Due Diligence Reference and verification number.  

ǒ This Due Diligence reference number may be transmitted to the next company in the supply 

chain, for example the feed or tofu manufacturer. All those who are trading or processing soy 

products with the HS codes 1201, 1208 10, 1507, and 2304 further downstream need to 

know the Due Diligence reference numbers  related to the soy they work with.   

ǒ Large operators further down the supply chain may refer to due diligence performed earlier 

in the supply chain by including the relevant reference number. However, they are still 

obliged to ascertain that due diligence was indeed carried out and they retain legal 

responsibility in the event of a breach of the Regulation. 

ǒ The due diligence obligation ends as soon the products are turned into a product that is not 

on Annex 1 anymore.  For instance, companies buying soy protein concentrate (HS 2106 10) 
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do not have to prove compliance to the EUDR so far, nor do companies buying pork or 

chicken that was fed with soy. 

ǒ While setting-up an internal information collection system, realize that EUDR may be 

ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƻŘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘέΦ !ƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

developments by already including sources of information that report about other 

ecosystems as well. For instance MapBiomas Chaco10 and TerraBrasilis Cerrado11 show 

conversion of two important biomes/ ecosystems that are not yet (fully) covered by the 

EUDR but are very important in the non-conversion commitments of companies and for 

biodiversity conservation. Also, in these places, most reliable mappings detect land use 

changes precisely, but do not fully separate forests from the other natural ecosystems, as 

these are intricately mixed and in progressive transitions among one another, for example 

from Amazon to Cerrado, or from the relatively moist to drier Chaco This may make it even 

more practical to detect conversion as such than to detect deforestation alone. 

Although not explicitly requiring physical segregation, enforcing the EUDR may require segregated 
supply chains, as for each due diligence statement all (potential) polygons of origin must be known. 
Even with declaration in excess, as explained above, this could require logistical changes as 
compared to the current situation in the soy supply chain. However this is not the case if all potential 
sources of a trader/operator are verified deforestation (and conversion-) free and legally compliant, 
for example through a unified MRV system or a similar assurance mechanism.  

Good assurance and verification systems are crucial, and they are among the core competences of 
robust certification12. ς in this case providing useful information to ensure a physical supply of EUDR 
compliant, conversion free, sustainable soy. This is, as long as their systems or the specific modules 
applied are aligned with EUDR requirements. See chapter 3 and annex for details on certification. 

 
10 https://chaco.mapbiomas.org/en/ 
11 http://terrabrasilis.dpi.inpe.br/en/home-page/ 
12 ISEAL provides quality criteria for standard systems. https://www.isealalliance.org/defining-credible-
practice/iseal-codes-good-practice 

13 172684259724ENV360 EUDR common practices and recommendations 20 September 2024.pdf 

(coceral.com) Refer also to https://www.fediol.eu/, https://fefac.eu/ and http://www.coceral.com/. 

 

Three types of platforms participating in CSI dialogues that help members with EUDR compliance: 
 
Grains, oils and feed  
 
Member associations FEFAC (for feed manufactures), FEDIOL (for the oils and fats sector), 
COCERAL (for grain traders) reach out to their members on the finer technical details of the 
EUDR compliance needs. They have developed  a technical guidance, which is also publicly 
available13  
They are in touch with producing country trade associations such as ABIOVE in Brazil. 
https://abiove.org.br/ or the VISEC initiative in Argentina  https://www.visec.com.ar/en/. We 
refer to the Annex for more detail.  
 
Food & retail  
 

https://chaco.mapbiomas.org/en/
http://terrabrasilis.dpi.inpe.br/en/home-page/
https://www.isealalliance.org/defining-credible-practice/iseal-codes-good-practice
https://www.isealalliance.org/defining-credible-practice/iseal-codes-good-practice
https://www.coceral.com/data/172684259724ENV360%20EUDR%20common%20practices%20and%20recommendations%2020%20September%202024.pdf
https://www.coceral.com/data/172684259724ENV360%20EUDR%20common%20practices%20and%20recommendations%2020%20September%202024.pdf
https://www.fediol.eu/
https://fefac.eu/
http://www.coceral.com/
https://abiove.org.br/
https://www.visec.com.ar/en/
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Many tools can help monitor deforestation and conversion e.g. by satellite monitoring, maps and 

registrations by producing country government. On legality however, which is the most complex 

topic for compliance, ground control may be needed, and robust standards and their field auditors 

can most likely play a useful role15.       

Last basic requirement for EUDR compliance, and certainly not least, it is a basic EUDR requirement 

for traders/operators to have a proper due diligence policy overall. We will go into that and more in 

the recommendations below.  

The Annex provides useful tools.  

 

 

 
14 RTRS is a global multistakeholder platform on soy promoting the growth of production, trade, and use of responsible soy. 

ProTerra and Donau Soja also have platform functions for their members, promoting non GM sustainable soy.  
15 A practical tool we have seen is made by Preferred for Nature, translating all legality topics mentioned in the EUDR into 

auditable, certifiable indicators under their Sustainability Framework.   

Retailers and food manufacturers can join an initiative that helps implement commitments, for 
instance in the area of eliminating deforestation and land conversion.  
 
One source is the Retail Soy Group and their DCF Principles https://www.retailsoygroup.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/Deforestation-free-principles_final.pdf 
 
The Forest Positive Coalition provides consumer goods companies with tools to establish 
sustainable soy. Their SoyRoadmap is not focused on EUDR and does not require full source 
verification but can help guide downstream companies in their sustainability ambitions.  
https://www.theconsumergoodsforum.com/environmental-sustainability/forest-positive/  
 
Multi -stakeholder National Soy Initiatives  
 
You can also make use of a multi-stakeholder National Soy Initiative in your country to discuss 
and learn about complying with relevant legislation while also implementing a more 
comprehensive sustainability strategy.  The Secretariat of ENSI has convened various European 
national soy and deforestation risk platforms over the past few years. The secretariat supported 
us with this CSI guidance and Annex. For info:  https://www.ensi-platform.org/ 
 
Multi-stakeholder certification standards (zero deforestation zero conversion) 
Self-evidently the soy multi-stakeholder standards such as RTRS14, Donau Soja and ProTerra 
provide information on EUDR compliance.  

https://www.retailsoygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Deforestation-free-principles_final.pdf
https://www.retailsoygroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Deforestation-free-principles_final.pdf
https://www.theconsumergoodsforum.com/environmental-sustainability/forest-positive/
https://www.ensi-platform.org/
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1. Rule of thumb: to be future 

proof, do not implement EUDR 

in isolation  
Not dealing with (current) EUDR in isolation is key 

not only for reasons of impact, but also for 

practical company policy development. The EUDR 

may ōŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ άƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƻŘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎά όǘƘƛƴƪ 

Cerrado), and possibly to other ecosystems (think 

wetlands, peatlands, high biodiversity grasslands). 

Also new HS codes of products may be added. 

Furthermore EUDR it is not a stand-alone piece of 

EU legislation and even if the most strict in terms 

of procedures and potential fines, it is part of a 

broader legal package 

To successfully prepare for the EUDR cater for a broader legislative context where also the Corporate 

Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD)16, the Forced Labour Regulation (forthcoming)17 and 

the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD)18, among others, are to be implemented. The 

new regulations and directives require companies to know their supply chains, assess their (material) 

impact on people and the environment, implement procedures to mitigate adverse social and 

environmental impacts and provide access to remedy.   

The EUDR forms part of the EU Green Deal ambition to become climate neutral by 2050. Many 

retailersΩ and industry agreements go far beyond EUDR compliance and have committed to 

conversion-free and sustainably certified/verified soy. Financial institutions are also increasingly 

demanding serious policies in the areas ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ 

rights. In view of international conventions on climate change and biodiversity protection, business 

as usual without proper measure to address these concerns is not acceptable anymore. This also 

applies to companies in the soy sector. Companies should therefore not focus on implementing the 

current EUDR in splendid isolation.  

Practical advice: 

Start a conversation with your suppliers about the combined need for traceability, deforestation free, 

legal, sustainable production practices and human rights concerns in supply chains and producing 

landscapes. Be clear what you exactly require from them and why, and get clear what they need 

from you in return. Search for( combinations of)  tools that can cover all these aspects. See the 

following chapters and the new annex.   

 
16 European Commission (2022), https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/doing-business-eu/corporate-

sustainability-due-diligence_en 
17 European Commission (2022), https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5415   
18 European Commission (2023), https://finance.ec.europa.eu/capital-markets-union-and-financial-markets/company-

reporting-and-auditing/company-reporting/corporate-sustainability-reporting_en  

https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/doing-business-eu/corporate-sustainability-due-diligence_en
https://commission.europa.eu/business-economy-euro/doing-business-eu/corporate-sustainability-due-diligence_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5415
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/capital-markets-union-and-financial-markets/company-reporting-and-auditing/company-reporting/corporate-sustainability-reporting_en
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/capital-markets-union-and-financial-markets/company-reporting-and-auditing/company-reporting/corporate-sustainability-reporting_en


EU Compliant Soy with Impact: Guiding companies through the guidelines 
 

 

13 
 

 

We also refer to guidance by the Accountability Framework  Initiative here 19, with the remark that as 

CSI we promotes sustainability compliance beyond deforestation and conversion and human rights, 

and promote companies to engage in biodiverse landscapes at risk, (possibly) beyond their own  

 company sourcing areas - if this is what is needed for impact (see chapter 5). 

  
Photo: by Julio César García via pixabay   

 
19 https://accountability-framework.org/use-the-accountability-framework/core-principles/  

Extra reflections on costs and alternatives 

As costs always come up as an issue: companies can educate and involve customers downstream about 
minimal sustainability requirements and cost-sharing approaches for them to be able to buy sustainable 
products. Nothing can sustain itself for free and this should be understood better along the value chain 
until final consumer levels.  
Reflecting on future proof business from a broader perspective is key, too.  Soy is an amazingly efficient 
protein feed for livestock so replacing it can be inefficient. However, maybe innovative protein such as 
insects or more circular solutions such as protein from rest streams are available as well for the protein 
mix. Furthermore certain soy varieties are very suitable for direct human consumption, which can add 
more economic value to producers, processors and retailers, while lowering the environmental impact 
linked to producing animal based protein. If also this soy  is sustainably produced, self-evidently.  

 

https://accountability-framework.org/use-the-accountability-framework/core-principles/







































